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 Scottish Ensemble reveals its 2018/19 season 
 3 cross artform collaborations accumulate in this season,  

including a world premiere. 
 Collaborators include Gabriela Montero, Sean Shibe, Matthew Hunt, Keyvan 

Chemirani and Bijan Chemirani (Persian percussion), Sokratis Sinopoulos 
(Lyra fiddle), Andersson Dance, Anna Meredith and Eleanor Meredith 

 Maggie’s centre partnership and Residency on Demand continue emphasis 
on community engagement and development of young audiences. 

 International touring continues in 2018/19 

 
  

Season overview 
  
Scottish Ensemble (SE) is excited to reveal the details of its new season, which will be announced to the public on Friday 25 May 2018, 
and which marks the next step in SE’s evolution over the past few years. 
  
The 2018-19 season continues the group’s work of delivering distinctive performances, engaging live experiences, and integrated 
community and creative learning activities that not only champion music written for strings, but aim to diversify its audiences, bringing 
classical music to as many different people as possible. 
  
One of the main ways the group has done this is through the development of its collaborative programming. Since its 2014 project 20th-
Century Perspectives, performed at the previously-derelict Anderston Centre in Glasgow, SE has presented one major cross-artform 
project a year, creating collaborations that have incorporated visual art, contemporary dance, and theatre. As well as garnering critical 
acclaim, this collaborative way of working has developed not only the artistic practice of its musicians, but the breadth and diversity of its 
audience. 
  
In 2018, at the beginning of the company’s next three-year plan, SE has developed this approach even further, with all events falling into 
one of four strands based around meaningful collaborative work, not only making connections across genres, art forms and disciplines, 
but developing its artists and audiences. 
 
Brochure available here 

 
Artistic Director Jonathan Morton said: 
 
"For the past year (and more!), myself and the SE team have spent much time intensively planning and shaping the events for this new 
season. It's with genuine excitement that we can now share the results with our audience, at the same time as taking a step back to see 
this varied range of events as a whole. Each event as part of our new season has been conceived and developed with the spirit of 
collaboration at its heart. Whilst this ethos has been increasingly infusing our work across the past four years, it's rewarding to see this 
creative spark linking all events of the 2018-19 season. 
  
Whether we're working with high-profile classical soloists, renowned musicians from other traditions, companies from other artistic 
fields or members of the community, we won’t be working alone. It’s a season of creative partnership, developing ideas, artistic practices 
and engagement on both sides - as well as, we hope, amongst the audiences who come to share or participate in these experiences."  

  

Collaborative programming 
  
Interdisciplinary 
Connecting music with other art forms 

 
 In November 2018, SE will premiere a major new cross-artform collaboration with Swedish contemporary dance company 

Andersson Dance, Prelude - skydiving from a dream. Centred around the live performance of rich and fascinating works by 
Bach, Beethoven and Lutoslawski, Prelude - skydiving from a dream will fuse music and movement, musician and dancer, 
blurring the boundaries and roles of both.   

  

http://scottishensemble.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Scottish-Ensemble_201819-Brochure-Press.pdf
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 This new collaboration follows the international success of the companies’ 2015 collaboration, Goldberg Variations – 
ternary patterns for insomnia, a project which this season receives its London premiere at The Barbican Centre, with three 
performances at this internationally-renowned hub for contemporary arts. 

 
 SE will also perform Anno, its 2016 collaboration with electronic-classical crossover composer and producer Anna Meredith 

and visual artist Eleanor Meredith, at the 2018 Edinburgh Fringe as part of the Made In Scotland showcase. With two other 
performances at Edinburgh International Festival, Anna Meredith is set to be one of the most talked-about artists in the city 
in August, and SE is thrilled that Anno will receive its premiere performance at the annual festival. 

  
Developing soloists 
An opportunity for leading classical artists to work in a radical new way 
 

 As part of this new programming strand, SE will seek out and work with artists with a similar ethos to the group who wish to 
explore the boundaries and parameters of what a classical concert can be, giving leading soloists the chance to explore their 
practice in creative ways.   
 

 In February 2019, SE will collaborate with the internationally in-demand pianist, composer and improviser Gabriela Montero 
on a project which explores the idea of music with a message. The performances will be centred around Babel, a new co-
commission by Scottish Ensemble, ProMusica Chamber Orchestra (USA) and Kings Place (UK) for which Gabriela was given the 
freedom to write about something important to her. Gabriela’s new piece, for piano and string orchestra, is a colourful and 
inventive new work which explores the difficulties and frustrations of her experience as a human rights activist, trying to 
communicate important messages in a world which wants only to talk, and not listen.  

 

Linking traditions 
Connecting the Western classical tradition with other musical traditions 
  

 In March 2019, SE will collaborate with three outstanding instrumentalists, Keyvan Chemirani, Bijan Chemirani and Sokratis 
Sinopouylos, whose practice explores the links between Western classical traditions – particularly the old Baroque masters – 
and those of Middle Eastern classical music of the same era. The resulting performance will combine improvisation with 
performance of music from across the spectrum – historic and contemporary, Western and Middle Eastern – in order to 
explore the connections and differences. 

  
Transdisciplinary 
Connecting music with other disciplines or areas of practice 
  

 In September 2018, SE will deliver a live experience which explores the effects of music on the brain and body. Incorporating 
live performance with discussion led by a guest facilitator, the event will touch upon the scientific, spiritual and philosophical 
context of music – what it does to us, and why we listen.  

 
 Integrated with these public performances will be a series of community-focused workshops developed in partnership with 

cancer support organisation Maggie’s (see ‘Integrated creative learning and community activities’ for details). 
 

International 
  
Following its UK premiere in November 2018, SE will then perform Prelude across Sweden in March 2019. The X-date tour strengthens 
SE’s commitment to international touring which has included dates at prestigious venues and festivals across the world.  
 
These have included: a 13-date US tour with Alison Balsom in 2013; performances of cross-artform collaboration Goldberg Variations – 
ternary patterns for insomnia at multiple European festivals and venues, including Shanghai Concert Hall and the John F. Kennedy 
Center in Washington D.C; performances at the George Enescu festival with violinist Patricia Kopatchinskaja; and concerts at many other 
prestigious venues and festivals including the Thuringia Bach Festival, the İş Sanat Concert Hall, Istanbul, the Grand Théâtre de 
Provence (Aix-en-Provence) and more.  
  
SE’s growing profile has been recognised in a series of award nominations over the past two years. In 2017, SE was longlisted for a 
Classical:NEXT Innovation Award. Now, in 2018, SE has been shortlisted for the award, on the back of its bold and distinctive 
collaborations from 2014 to 2017. SE was also shortlisted for a high-profile RPS (Royal Philharmonic Society) Award in the Chamber 
Music & Song category. 

  

Integrated creative learning and community activities 
 
The aim to diversify audiences, and bring music to as many different people as possible, remains at the heart of SE’s integrated 
programme of creative learning and community activities. Through this strand, the group aims not only to reach a more diverse group of 
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people, focusing particularly on those who may not otherwise get to experience music, but do so in a way which has genuine meaning, 
presenting music in way which is relevant to them.  
 
Following development across the past four years, in 2018-19 SE’s community-based events will form an integrated part of the season 
programme. These activities, which are devised and delivered by SE musicians, SE’s Animateur-in-Residence, James Redwood, the SE 
management team, and community and artistic partners, complement and build on elements from the live performances. It’s this that 
allows SE musicians to engage on a genuine level with Scotland’s communities, from amateur musicians to those who are rarely exposed 
to musical activities.  
 
Our work across the 2018-19 season will include: 
 

 In September 2018, the second iteration in our partnership with the cancer support organisation Maggie’s. Following 

workshops at the Maggie’s Centre in Dundee in September 2016, we will now collaborate with Maggie’s Aberdeen on a project 

exploring ideas around ‘focused listening’, in this setting as a means to alleviate anxiety, stress and ill-health. We will work 

with a clinical psychologist to deliver sessions for cancer patients which will involve musical performance, guided listening and 

reflective group conversation. This follows significantly positive feedback from the workshops we performed in Dundee, with 

one participant stating: “The way the elements of this piece worked helped me to find an inner calm. I’ve not been able to get to 

this point for years”. Click here for more feedback.  

 In November 2018, workshops exploring music and movement with advanced string players across Scotland, in collaboration 

with Andersson Dance 

 In February 2019, performances and participatory storytelling sessions in schools with Gabriela Montero 

 In March 2019, community workshops using music to explore diverse musical heritages, in collaboration with Keyvan 

Chemirani and friends. 

 In May 2019, a range of community and education activities as part of our residency with the Dumfries and Galloway Arts 

Festival 

 Year-round, we will also be delivering a programme of ‘Residency on Demand’ events. This is a development of our Residency 

strand, in which we set up camp for a few days at a time in our regular touring cities to deliver collaborative performances, 

workshops and musical activities. We will now continue to work with partners to deliver this work across the year, allowing 

more flexibility and the ability to meet the needs of the communities and individuals at the most effective times.  

Digital 
  
SE is increasingly committed to using digital technologies to enhance its artistic practice as well as to widen the potential reach of its 
activities. Digital tablets have replaced music stands in many of SE’s live performances, offering the musicians greater flexibility and 
movement, as well as offering a more streamlined and 21st-century aesthetic.   
  
Through its programme of online content, SE hopes to engage not only a higher number of people, but also a more diverse group of 
people, in music and the context surrounding it. This includes the introduction of content-rich microsites for its major projects and the 
commissioning of short behind-the-scenes documentaries which illuminate the context behind the works. As a result of a continuing 
partnership with BBC Arts, these mini-documentaries have been hosted on the high-profile BBC Arts website as exclusive content, and 
in May 2018, the platform will host an extract from SE’s 2017 collaboration with pioneering Scottish theatre company Vanishing Point, 
Tabula Rasa.  
 
 

Scottish Ensemble: the past four years  
More information on SE’s recent story of transformation through collaboration 
 

http://scottishensemble.co.uk/music-mindfulness-beginning/
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Goldberg Variations – ternary patterns for insomnia with Andersson Dance in 2015 

 
  
Scottish Ensemble (SE) is the UK’s leading string orchestra. It is also a highly flexible music ensemble that inspires diverse audiences 
through its creative collaborations. Its artistic projects are celebrated at home and across the world as outstanding, distinctive and 
boundary-pushing. Through its creative programming, SE creates new partnerships across repertoire, genre, form and location, exploring 
how its repertoire can connect with audiences in new, vital ways.  
 
Since 2014, the group has aimed to explore and question the shape and structures of classical music performance and has developed its 
profile, output and ethos through a focus on collaboration, a way of working which soon gathered pace and began to change the way that 
SE approached its projects. 
 
The series of collaborations really began in 2014 with a pilot event which saw SE perform sets of 20th-century music at a derelict 
Modernist landmark, matching the music with bespoke pieces created by visual artist Toby Paterson. Across 2015-18, SE then took the 
bold step of introducing cross-artform projects into every season of work – new territory for musicians, managers and audiences. The aim 
was to use these ambitious projects to renew the organisation’s position as a forward-looking, highly distinctive and creative music 
ensemble. 
  
The next collaboration happened in 2015, when SE musicians acted as equal partners onstage with dancers in a contemporary 
interpretation of J.S. Bach’s Goldberg Variations, in a collaboration with Swedish contemporary dance company Andersson Dance. In 2016, 
SE worked with electronic-classical crossover composer Anna Meredith and visual artist Eleanor Meredith on a live experience which 
combined one of the most famous works from the classical canon, Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons, with new writing by Anna. Most recently, 
in November 2017, SE collaborated with pioneering Scottish theatre company Vanishing Point on Tabula Rasa, a profound, moving 
exploration of the music of Arvo Pärt. Now, in 2018, SE will present its second collaboration with Andersson Dance, this time exploring 
three rich and complex pieces of music by Bach, Beethoven and Lutoslawski, focusing particularly on Beethoven’s much-analysed Grosse 
Fugue. 
  
SE’s work in this field has been met with both critical acclaim and praise from audiences, with each collaborative project so far attracting, 
alongside its usual attendees, a percentage of new and different audience members who may not have otherwise experienced this kind of 
music. 
  
Through the introduction of these projects SE has also: enabled its musicians to work in new, interdisciplinary ways that are highly 
satisfying and exciting; dramatically increased audience numbers and diversity; and taken its international profile to new heights. The 
group’s boldness has been rewarded, and SE is delivering artistic innovation, excellence and relevance to Scotland’s diverse communities 
and beyond. 

 

Diversifying its audiences 
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The collaborations have also been accompanied by a series of vital creative learning projects. Aimed at a diverse range of people, from 
primary school children to amateur musicians to teenagers with no prior musical experience, these events are intended not only to 
strengthen and develop learning inspired by the artistic events, but also to provide further opportunities to reach even more diverse 
audiences. 
  
During 2018-21 SE will work with its creative partners and leading facilitator James Redwood to build an integrated creative learning 
project for each of its four collaborative strands. At the same time, SE will continue to deliver a wide range of participatory community 
and outreach events through its Residency programme. Since the introduction of the Residencies, the number of young people (young 
students and Under 16s) attending SE events has increased in each Residency city, mostly prominently in Dundee, where attendance grew 
from 1% (2011-12 Season) to 28% (2014/15 Season). 
  
Similarly, since the introduction of cross-artform collaborations, the number of young people attending in Glasgow, for example, has 
increased by 17% per season. Surveys following Goldberg Variations - ternary patterns for insomnia also revealed that 20% of attendees 
had been introduced to SE through a non-concert-hall or creative learning event. Attendance at SE events by younger people (students, 
and under-16s) has increased in every location since 2011, and analysis also reveals that a higher proportion of young people attend SE’s 
non-traditional performances, helping to create a more diverse audience mix. 
 
Residencies have also widened the audience base, attracting a more diverse audience. In Dundee, for example, the group were thrilled to 
see residents of the Dallfield estate, where they had delivered one-to-one performances and coaching sessions, attending a couple of our 
concerts, including an elderly music fan with mental health difficulties who had not attended a musical event in decades. 

 

 
Tabula Rasa with Vanishing Point in 2017 

 

 
2018-19 Season: Full listings 
  
 

Goldberg Variations - ternary patterns for insomnia 

London premiere of cross-artform collaboration at the Barbican Centre 
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Thu 5- Sat 7 July  
The Barbican, London 
7.45pm 
Tickets: barbican.org.uk / 020 7638 4141 

 

Collaborators 
Andersson Dance (contemporary dance company) 
 

Programme 
J.S. Bach 
Goldberg Variations [arr. Sitkovetsky] 
 
Following its success across the globe, we’re excited to bring our 2015 music-and-dance collaboration to the Barbican Centre for its 
London premiere. Alternately playful and tender, witty and thought-provoking, Goldberg Variations – ternary patterns for insomnia is a 
re-imagining of one of Bach’s most cherished pieces: the keyboard variations he wrote, or so the story goes, as a distracting exercise for 
an insomniac aristocrat. 
With musicians and dancers moving and intertwining as equal choreographed partners, together they tease out the various moods, 
tones and 
character of each variation, as well as unexpected nuances and new questions not only about Bach’s notes, but our modern relationship 
with historical music. 
 

 
EDINBURGH FRINGE 

17 – 18 August 2018 
 

Anno 
Edinburgh Fringe premiere of cross-artform work 
 
Fri 17 Aug  
Edinburgh International Conference Centre, Edinburgh 
3pm, 5pm, 8.30pm 
Tickets: pleasance.co.uk / 0131 556 6550 
 
Sat 18 Aug  
Edinburgh International Conference Centre, Edinburgh 
4.30pm, 6.30pm, 9.45pm 
Tickets: pleasance.co.uk / 0131 556 6550 
 
 

Collaborators 
Anna Meredith (composer / performer / producer)  
Eleanor Meredith (visual artist) 
 

Programme 
Anno is an entertaining, surprising, utterly original experience of Vivaldi’s Baroque masterpiece, The Four Seasons, performed by string 
orchestra and electronics. 
 
At its Edinburgh Fringe premiere, you’ll sit in the centre of a dark, transformed world, cocooned by sights and sounds which evoke the 
passing of a year – from the awakening of spring, to the mournful intensity of summer to the hushed darkness of winter. Performing up 
close, Anna and Scottish Ensemble become silhouettes against a backdrop of screens pulsating with Eleanor Meredith’s quirky visual art. 
At times haunting and achingly beautiful, at others punchy and bombastic, Anno is a lingering live experience of music acoustic and 
electronic, old and new, which defies and questions our need for any such categorisation. 
 
Anno is part of the 2018 Made in Scotland Showcase – madeinscotlandshowcase.com 
 

 

 

Pause 
Concert with facilitated discussion 
 
Tue 11 Sep  

http://www.madeinscotlandshowcase.com/
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West Ward Works, Dundee  
7.30pm  
Tickets: dundeebox.co.uk / 01382 434 940 
 
Wed 12 Sep  
Glasgow Science Centre, Glasgow 
8pm  
Tickets: glasgowsciencecentre.org / 0141 420 5000 
 
Thu 13 Sep  
The Lemon Tree, Aberdeen  
7.30pm  
Tickets: aberdeenperformingarts.com / 01224 641 122 
 
Fri 14 Sep  
Assembly Rooms, Edinburgh 
7.30pm   
Tickets: thequeenshall.net / 0131 668 2019 
 
Sun 16 Sep  
London venue to be announced 

  
Integrated Creative Learning activity for Pause 
6 – 16 September 2018 

A series of sessions helping people to use music to focus on the present, in collaboration with Maggie’s Centres across Scotland. 
 
 

Programme 
Contrasting sets of music curated by Scottish Ensemble violinist Daniel Pioro including works by: 
 

Heinrich Biber (b.1644) 

George Frideric Handel (b.1685) 

John Cage (b.1912) 

Pauline Oliveros (b.1932) 

Philip Glass (b.1937) 

Caroline Shaw (b.1982) 

Exploring the effects of the mysterious, intangible, precious, utterly essential entity we call music through discussion and live 
performance. 
 
What happens in our brains and bodies when we experience music? Can music connect us to a spiritual realm? Why – and how – 
does music help us understand ourselves, each other and the world around us? 
 
Pause blends live musical performance with provocations, conversation and debate. As well as guest speakers and SE musicians sharing 
their perspectives on what music does to us and why, carefully-devised sets of music will create an absorbing listening experience for 
mind and body – from the riveting, repetitive patterns of Philip Glass, to the mystical intensity of Biber, to the Pulitzer-Prize-winning 
soundscapes of Caroline Shaw. 
 
Touching on music’s scientific, spiritual and philosophical qualities, Pause will make you stop and think about how and why we listen to 
music, what it gives to us, and what else we could do with it. 

 

 
 
 

 

Chamber Notes 
Tour of chamber music (Scotland and London) 
 
 
Mon 27 Aug  
Plockton High School, Plockton 
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7.30pm 
Tickets: seall.co.uk / 01471 844 207 
 
Tue 28 Aug  
SEALL at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, Skye 
7.30pm 
Tickets: seall.co.uk / 01471 844 207 
 
Thu 30 Aug  
Mull Theatre, Mull 
7.30pm 
Tickets: comar.co.uk / 01688 302 211 
 
Sun 7 Oct  
Crichton Church, Dumfries  
3.30pm 
Tickets: dgboxoffice.co.uk / 01387 253 383 
 
Mon 8 Oct  
Perth Concert Hall, Perth 
1pm 
Tickets: horsecross.co.uk / 01738 621 031 
 
Tue 9 Oct  
St Cecilia’s Hall, Edinburgh 
7.30pm 
Tickets: thequeenshall.net / 0131 668 2019 
 
Wed 10 Oct  
Eden Court, Inverness 
7.30pm 
Tickets: eden-court.co.uk / 01463 234 234 
 
Fri 12 Oct  
Glasgow University Memorial Chapel, Glasgow 
7.30pm 
Tickets: scottishensemble.co.uk / 0141 353 8000 

 
 
Collaborators  
Matthew Hunt, clarinet 

 
Programme 
Mozart 
Clarinet Quintet in A major 
 
Brahms 
Clarinet Quintet in B minor 
 
John Luther Adams 
The Wind in High Places [movement 2] 
 
Mozart and Brahms wrote just one clarinet quintet each, both in the final years of their lives. But it’s their inherent quality and charm, 
not only their solitary status, which has always made these quintets stand out amongst each composer’s repertoire. Mozart’s is now not 
only one of his best-known pieces, but one of the most cherished in the clarinet repertoire, and it’s easy to see why: moments of 
understated virtuosity bloom from a soft, calm, mellow beauty. Brahms’ quintet – modelled on Mozart’s, as so many of his works are – is 
similarly autumnal in mood, with waves of contemplative major and melancholic minor moods shifting like sunlight. 
 
 
 
 

Prelude - skydiving from a dream 
World premiere of a new music-and-dance collaboration with Andersson Dance 
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Fri 9 & Sat 10 Nov 2018 
Tramway, Glasgow 
7.30pm 
Tickets: tramway.org / 0845 330 3501 
 
Tue 13 Nov 2018 
Dundee Rep, Dundee 
7.30pm 
Tickets: dundeerep.co.uk / 01382 223 530 
 
Thu 15 Nov 2018 
Eden Court, Inverness 
7.30pm 
Tickets: eden-court.co.uk / 01463 234 234 
 
19-27 Mar 2019 
Swedish tour – see scottishensemble.co.uk for details  
 
Integrated Creative Learning activity for Prelude – skydiving from a dream 
3 – 16 November 2018 
Workshops with advanced string players across Scotland in collaboration with Andersson Dance. 

 

Collaborators 
Andersson Dance (contemporary dance company) 
 

Programme 
Beethoven 
Grosse Fugue 
 
Plus extracts from 
J. S. Bach 
The Art of Fugue 
 
And preludes from 
Lutosławski 
13 Preludes and Fugue for Solo Strings 
 
Fusing music and movement, musician and dancer, Prelude – skydiving from a dream takes three rich pieces of music that push at the 
boundaries and restrictions of artistic expression and creates something entirely new. Centred around Beethoven’s notorious Grosse 
Fugue – one of the most difficult, misunderstood, criticised and celebrated pieces in the musical canon – Prelude builds toward the 
reward of exploring a work that resists categorisation. 
 
Combining playful, dynamic choreography with razor-sharp live performance, musicians and dancers blur their roles and break the 
rules as they 
explore the very human paradox at the root of all three pieces: our need to seek out order amongst disorder, and the urge to tear apart 
our self-imposed rules and restrictions and embrace the adventure of what lies beyond. 

 
 
 
 

Musica Adventus 

Annual festive concert series performed by candlelight 

Mon 3 Dec 
Caird Hall, Dundee 
7.30pm 
Tickets: dundeebox.co.uk / 01382 253 383 
 
Tue 4 Dec 
Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh 
7.30pm 
Tickets: thequeenshall.net / 0131 668 2019 
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Wed 5 Dec 
Wellington Church, Glasgow 
7.30pm 
Tickets: glasgowconcerthalls.com / 0141 353 8000 
 
Thu 6 Dec 
St Machar’s Cathedral, Aberdeen 
7.30pm 
Tickets: aberdeenperformingarts.com / 01224 641 122 
 
Fri 7 Dec 
Inverness Cathedral, Inverness 
7.30pm 
Tickets: eden-court.co.uk / 01463 234 234 
 
Sat 8 Dec 
St John’s Kirk, Perth 
7.30pm 
Tickets: horsecross.co.uk / 01738 621 031 
 
Sun 9 Dec 
Crichton Church, Dumfries 
7.30pm 
Tickets: dgboxoffice.co.uk / 01387 253 383 

 
 
Collaborators 
Sean Shibe (classical guitar) 

Programme 
Vivaldi 

Guitar Concerto in D major, RV 93 

J. S. Bach 

Chorale Prelude (from The Art of Fugue) 

Corelli 

Concerto Grosso in G minor (‘Christmas Concerto’) 

Pēteris Vasks 

Musica Adventus 

Holst 

Intermezzo (from St. Paul’s Suite) 

 
For full list of repertoire go to scottishensemble.co.uk 

 
Flickering candlelight, atmospheric architecture, and music of illumination, reflection and warmth… Scottish Ensemble’s much-loved 

advent concert pairs glowing candles with music of hidden depths. Renaissance and Baroque works, radiating with midwinter warmth, 

sit alongside lingering contemporary sounds that will stay with you long after the concert ends. 

As an artist avoiding cliches, challenging pre-conceptions and championing the new, we’re particularly excited to welcome the talented 
Sean Shibe as our soloist on classical guitar - the recent RCS graduate and BBC New Generation artist who has already been turning 
heads as at high-profile concerts and music festivals. 
 
 
 

Babel 
Collaborative concert tour with new commission by pianist/composer Gabriela Montero 
 
Fri 8 Feb 
Glasgow Royal Concert Halls, Glasgow 
7.30pm 
Tickets: scottishensemble.co.uk / 0141 353 8000 
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Sun 10 Feb 
Eden Court, Inverness 
7.30pm 
Tickets: eden-court.co.uk / 01463 234 234 
 
Tue 12 Feb 
The Queen’s Hall, Edinburgh 
7.30pm 
Tickets: thequeenshall.net / 0131 668 2019 

 
Wed 13 Feb 
Perth Concert Hall 
7.30pm 
Tickets: horsecross.co.uk / 01738 621 031 
 
Fri 15 Feb 
Kings Place, London 
7.30pm 

Tickets: kingsplace.co.uk / 020 7520 1490 
 
Sat 16 Feb 
Kendal Leisure Centre, Kendal 
7.30pm 
Tickets: lakelandsinfonia.org.uk / 0333 666 3366 
 
Integrated Creative Learning activity for Babel 
9 – 14 February 2019 
Performances and participatory storytelling sessions in schools with Gabriela Montero. 

 

Collaborators 
Gabriela Montero (piano) 

 

Programme 
Gabriela Montero 

Babel (European premiere) 

 

Shostakovich 

Chamber Symphony Op. 118a 

 

Messiaen 

Quartet for the End of Time (Mvt 4) 

Pēteris Vasks 
Viatore 
 
plus improvisation by SE and Gabriela Montero 
 
Babel explores the concept of music that comes with a message; a selection of powerful pieces using music as a tool to communicate 
something that words could not. 
 
At the heart of the concert is Gabriela Montero’s new commission for piano and string orchestra, a colourful and inventive portrait of her 
experience as human rights activist as she tries to be heard in a world which wants only to talk, not listen. 
 
Montero’s voice is joined by others, from Barshai’s arrangement of Shostakovich’s tenth String Quartet – an honest, heartfelt illustration 
of his 
disillusionment with a crushing Soviet regime – to Messiaen’s astonishing invocation of heaven, written whilst a German prisoner of 
war. Join 
us and witness the room fill with complex, deep and urgent messages, from the political to the philosophical, without a single word 
being uttered. 
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Continental Drift 
Collaborative concert tour with three international multi-instrumentalists (Scotland) 
 
Sun 10 Mar 
Summerhall, Edinburgh  
3.30pm 
Tickets: summerhall.co.uk / 0131 560 1580 
 
Wed 13 Mar 
SWG3 Galvanisers Yard, Glasgow* 
Tickets: scottishensemble.co.uk / 0141 353 8000 
 
Thu 14 Mar 
HMS Unicorn, Dundee 
Tickets: dundeebox.co.uk / 01382 434 940 
 
Fri 15 Mar 
Mareel, Shetland 
Tickets: shetlandarts.org / 01595 745 500 
 
Integrated Creative Learning activity for Continental Drift 
10 – 15 March 2019 
Community workshops using music to explore diverse musical heritages, in collaboration with Keyvan Chemirani and friends. 

 
Collaborators 
Keyvan Chemirani and Bijan Chemirani (Persian percussion)  
Sokratis Sinopoulos (Lyra fiddle) 
 

Programme 
What happens when you blend the music of the old European masters with the breathless virtuosity of contemporary Persia and the 
Mediterranean? 
 
Keyvan Chemirani, Bijan Chemirani and Sokratis Sinopoulos are exceptional musicians: intuitive, agile, inventive. Together they explore 
the 
connections between the music of Baroque Europe and the Eastern musical traditions of the same era; the results are astonishing, 
shedding new light on history, music and our perceptions of both. 
 
For Continental Drift, they’ll join five Scottish Ensemble musicians for a performance bonding east and west, learning and improvisation, 
intuition and precision, freedom and control. Seated around the stage, this is a chance not only to experience the impressive mastery of 
multiple instruments at close quarters, but to enter a brand new sound world, created next to you, in real time; a world of melodic 
warmth, rhythmic verve, playful energy and exotic flair. 
 

 
 

Dance Music  
Collaborative concert tour with guest director Malin Broman (Swedish Radio Orchestra) 
 
Thu 23 May 
Caird Hall, Dundee 
Tickets: dundeebox.co.uk / 01382 434 940 
 
Fri 24 May 
Music Hall, Aberdeen 
Tickets: aberdeenperformingarts.com / 01224 641 122 
 
Sat 25 May 
The Queen’s Hall, Edinburgh 
Tickets: thequeenshall.net / 0131 668 2019 
 
Sun 26 May 
Glasgow Royal Concert Halls 
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3.30pm 
Tickets: scottishensemble.co.uk / 0141 353 8000 
 
Tue 28 May 
Eden Court, Inverness 
Tickets: eden-court.co.uk / 01463 234 234 
 
Thu 30 May 
Theatre Royal, Dumfries 
Tickets: dgboxoffice.co.uk / 01387 253 383 

  
Integrated Creative Learning activity for Dance Music 
31 May – 2 June 2019 
Community and education activity activity as part of our SE Residency with the Dumfries and Galloway Arts Festival. 
 

Collaborators 
Malin Broman (violin) 
 

Programme 

Piazzolla 
Four Seasons of Buenos Aires 
 
and extracts from 
Schubert 
String Quartet No. 14 (‘Death and The Maiden’) 
[arr. Mahler] 
 
Britten 
Variations on a Theme of Frank Bridge 
 
Purcell 
Various dances 

Combining the pleasures of listening to music with the satisfaction of moving our bodies is one of humanity's oldest rituals – and one 
which has quite happily resulted in some of the most rhythmic and compelling music across the globe, and throughout history. 
 
Dance Music is a joyful sashay through a host of pieces written with our feet in mind. Alongside Piazzolla's undeniably infectious take on 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, pulsating with the rhythms of Latin America, comes the breathless tarantella that ends Schubert’s Death 

and The Maiden and an assortment of other waltzes, marches, serenades and romances. 

 
Leader of the Swedish Radio Orchestra, Malin Broman is an award-winning violinist with a particular passion for chamber music, and a 
desire to re-define the concert experience... 
 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Links and more information 
  
Scottish Ensemble 
www.scottishensemble.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/scottishensemble 
www.twitter.com/scotensemble 
www.youtube.com/ScottishEnsemble 
  
Scottish Ensemble collaborations 
www.goldberg-variations.com 
www.tabularasa.show 
www.annotheshow.com (launching FRIDAY 25 MAY 2018) 

Photography 

http://www.scottishensemble.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/scottishensemble
http://www.twitter.com/scotensemble
http://www.youtube.com/ScottishEnsemble
http://www.goldberg-variations.com/
http://www.tabularasa.show/
http://www.annotheshow.com/
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A selection of high res photography and the Scottish Ensemble logo is available to download here: http://bit.ly/2lNg7kR 
 
Contact 
Rosie Davies Marketing & Design Manager, Scottish Ensemble 
rosie.davies@scottishensemble.co.uk | 0141 332 4747 
  
Susie Gray The Corner Shop PR Agency 
susie@thecornershoppr.com | 0131 202 6220 
 
Will Moss The Corner Shop PR Agency 
william@thecornershoppr.com | 0131 202 6220 
 
ENDS 

  
  
  
 

http://bit.ly/2lNg7kR

