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Scotland’s leading concert hall hosts the finest 

orchestras and soloists from around the world 

in new Sunday Classics season 

• Sunday Classics season is celebration of music from across the world, 

with Usher Hall debuts from Siberian Symphony Orchestra and Iceland 

Symphony Orchestra, alongside popular returns including the Moscow 

Philharmonic, Prague Symphony Orchestra and Swedish Philharmonia. 

 

• Incredible virtuosic talents from dazzling pianist Alexandra Dariescu, 
classical music’s guitar hero Milos Karadaglic, world-famous violinist 

Joshua Bell and superstar pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet take centre stage 

at Edinburgh’s magnificent Usher Hall. 

 

• Tickets on sale from 10am Friday 24 May at 
www.usherhall.co.uk/sunday-classics  

 

Karl Chapman, Cultural Venues Manager of the Usher Hall, reveals the venue’s 2019-20 Sunday Classics Season. 

The series of afternoon concerts includes visits from orchestras from Russia, Iceland, Sweden, Belgium and Czech 

Republic. Credit – Duncan McGlynn 

Images available to download here 

http://www.usherhall.co.uk/sunday-classics
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6ioc31dmy6qt5sd/AABQftyABq2MjAXTot56xX7-a?dl=0


 
 

Scotland’s only 5-star concert venue, Edinburgh’s stunning Usher Hall, is 

proud to announce the 2019-20 programme for its much-loved Sunday 

Classics season.  

The season is renowned for bringing the finest orchestras from around the world to the 

Scottish capital, accompanied by exceptional soloists at the height of their talents.  

Starting in October, the mighty Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra kicks off the 2019-20 

season with an all-Russian programme of exceptional power and tenderness. Acclaimed 

young Romanian pianist Alexandra Dariescu, is soloist in Rachmaninov’s tear-jerking   

Second Piano Concerto, made famous by the film Brief Encouter. Two weeks later the 

Flanders Symphony Orchestra, one of Belgium’s finest ensembles, makes a triumphant 

return to Edinburgh after its 2016 Usher Hall concert was greeted with such enormous 

acclaim. Joining them is global superstar guitarist Miloš Karadaglić, conjuring the rich 

colours and intoxicating perfumes of Spain in Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez. 

November sees a visit from The Prague Symphony Orchestra, bringing with it all its 

renowned energy and vigour to Mahler’s epic Third Symphony, under Finnish Chief 

Conductor and fast-rising star Pietari Inkinen. They are joined by the superb Czech 

mezzo-soprano Ester Pavlů and a local Edinburgh chorus for what promises to be a truly 

unforgettable experience. 

The first concert of 2020 welcomes one of the world’s most revered musicians, Joshua Bell, 

and The Academy of St Martin in the Fields back to the Usher Hall after their 

stupendous 2018 performance. Bell is soloist in Bach’s deeply lyrical A minor Violin 

Concerto, and directs the motoric rhythms of the much-loved Brandenburg Concerto No. 3. 

With a population of barely half a million, it’s remarkable that Iceland can produce such an 

outstanding international ensemble as the Iceland Symphony Orchestra. In February, 

they bring with them to their Usher Hall debut South Korean pianist and fast-rising star 

Yeol Eum Son, for one of the most unusual – and most demanding – concertos in the 

repertoire, Ravel’s darkly jazzy Piano Concerto for the Left Hand. Their Scandinavian 

cousins, the Swedish Philharmonia, come to Edinburgh in March to perform Sibelius’s 

majestic, magnificent Fifth Symphony. Accompanying them is Russian-born violinist 

Viktoria Mullova as soloist in her compatriot Prokofiev’s captivating Second Violin 

Concerto, full of dark comedy, child-like fantasy and even a taste of Spain in its madcap 

finale. 

British-born pianist Freddy Kempf is a regular and much-loved visitor to the Usher Hall – 

a remarkable musician who plays from the heart, with delicacy, insight and shattering 

energy. He joins the Siberian Symphony Orchestra in April under fine Russian 

conductor Dmitri Vasiliev for one of the iconic showpieces in the piano repertoire - 

Rachmaninov’s Third Piano Concerto. 

Muscular musicality; bristling energy; an unmistakable Russian sound. The St Petersburg 

Symphony Orchestra is one of Russia’s finest, returning to the Usher Hall in May with 

eminent Japanese pianist Noriko Ogawa. Ogawa is one of the musical world’s experts at 

blending athletic power and delicate poetry, both qualities firmly on display in the 

spectacular keyboard pyrotechnics of Rachmaninov’s First Piano Concerto. 



 
 
Bringing the season to a triumphant close on 19 June is the Brussels Philharmonic. 

Leading conductor Stéphane Denève is a firm favourite with Scottish audiences from his 

years as Music Director of the RSNO. But his new orchestra – the Brussels Philharmonic – is 

steadily becoming a cherished visitor too, following its several remarkable performances in 

Edinburgh. Brilliant French pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet is one of the starriest keyboard 

names around, and he’s soloist in Liszt’s fiery Piano Concerto No. 2, blending ever-changing 

moods of intimacy and flamboyance and closing the Sunday Classics season in style. 

Karl Chapman, Cultural Venues Manager at Usher Hall said: “We are thrilled to 

announce another Sunday Classics season, packed full of the best orchestras, soloists and 

conductors in the world today. Sunday Classics has become an integral part of the Scottish 

classical music scene, and it’s fantastic that the Usher Hall can offer such an unrivalled 

variety of international talent to the music-lovers of Edinburgh and Scotland in a concert hall 

with some of the very best acoustics around. This season we welcome old friends and new. 

The Academy of St Martin in the Fields make a triumphant return to the Hall led by their 

Music Director and virtuoso violinist Joshua Bell. We are also tremendously excited to 

welcome the likes of Yuri Simonov at the helm of the Moscow Philharmonic, guitar hero 

Miloš Karadaglić with Flanders Symphony and pianist Jean Yves Thibaudet with Brussels 

Philharmonic.  We know that the amazing Edinburgh audiences will leave them wanting to 

come back!” 

 

Councillor Donald Wilson, Convener of Culture and Communities, said: “I have 

eagerly awaited the new 2019/20 programme for the Sunday Classics season at the Usher 

Hall.  The venue lends itself well to classical music and the tradition of concert-going 

continues as strongly as ever.  It’s a genuine pleasure to sit back in the auditorium and be 

immersed in the beautiful music and fine performances of these first class orchestras from 

around the world.” 

 

 

Programme Listings: 

Date:  Sunday 13 October 2019, 3.00pm 

Orchestra: Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra  

Conductor: Yuri Simonov 

Soloists:  Alexandra Dariescu (piano)  

Programme: Tchaikovsky – Romeo & Juliet 

Rachmaninov – Piano Concerto No. 2 

Interval 

Shostakovich – Symphony No. 10 

 

 



 
 
Date:  Sunday 27 October 2019, 7.30pm 

Orchestra: Flanders Symphony Orchestra 

Conductor: Jose Luis Gomez 

Soloist:  Milos Karadaglic (guitar) 

Programme: Rossini – Barber of Seville Overture 

Rodrigo – Guitar Concerto Aranjuez 

Interval 

Villa Lobos – 3 preludes for solo guitar  

De Falla – El Amor Brujo Ballet Suite 

Bizet – Carmen Suite 

 

 

Date:  Sunday 10 November 2019, 3.00pm 

Orchestra: Prague Symphony Orchestra 

Conductor: Pietari Inkinen 

Soloist:  Ester Pavlů (alto) 

Chorus:  Local Edinburgh Chorus to be confirmed 

Programme:  Mahler – Symphony No. 3 

 

 

Date:  Sunday 19 January 2020, 3.00pm 

Orchestra: Academy of St Martin in the Fields 

Director: Joshua Bell 

Soloist:             Joshua Bell (violin) 

Programme: Bach - Violin Concerto in A minor BWV 1041 

Schubert - String Quartet in D minor D.810 ‘Death and the Maiden’ arr. G Mahler for 

string orchestra 

Bach - Brandenburg no.3 

Piazzolla - Four Seasons for Buenos Aires 

 

 

Date:  Sunday 16 February 2020, 3.00pm 

Orchestra: Iceland Symphony Orchestra  



 
 
Conductor:       Yan Pascal Tortelier 

Soloist:  Yeol Eum (piano) 

Programme: Bizet – L'Arlésienne Suite No. 2  

Ravel – Concerto for the Left Hand  

Interval 

Thorvaldsdottir – Aeriality  

Sibelius – Symphony No. 1 S  

 

 

Date:  Sun 15 March 2020, 3.00pm 

Orchestra: Swedish Philharmonia 

Conductor: Jaime Martin 

Soloist:  Viktoria Mullova (violin) 

Programme: Mendelssohn Symphony – No. 5 ‘The Reformation’  

Prokofiev – Violin Concerto No. 2  

Interval 

Sibelius – Symphony No. 5 

 

 

Date:  Sunday 19 April 2020, 3.00pm 

Orchestra: Siberian Symphony Orchestra 

Conductor: Dmitri Vasiliev  

Soloist:  Freddy Kempf (piano) 

Programme: Shostakovich – Festive Overture 

Rachmaninov – Piano Concerto No. 3 

Interval 

Tchaikovsky – Symphony No. 4 

 

 

Date:  Sunday 31 May 2020, 3.00pm 

Orchestra: St Petersburg Symphony Orchestra 

Conductor: Nikolai Alexeev  



 
 
Soloist:  Noriko Ogawa (piano) 

Programme: Sibelius – Finlandia  

Rachmaninov – Piano Concerto No. 1 

Interval 

Prokofiev – Romeo & Juliet 

 

 

Date:  Sunday 14 June 2020, 3.00pm 

Orchestra: Brussels Philharmonic 

Conductor: Stephane Deneve  

Soloist:  Jean Yves Thibaudet (piano) 

Programme: Anna Clyne – This Midnight Hour (15’) 

Liszt – Piano Concerto No. 2 

Interval 

Mahler – Symphony No. 1  

 

 

Ticketing Information: 

£35 | £29 | £24 | £18 | £13.50 

Full time students are entitled to tickets for £10 which can be booked in advance 

Under 16s are entitled to free tickets when booked with a paying adult 

Concessions available 

**Please note a £1.50 transaction fee applies on the overall booking when purchasing online 
or over the phone (non-refundable)** 

 

For more information, interviews and press ticket requests please contact: 

Will Moss, The Corner Shop PR, william@thecornershoppr.com, 0131 202 6220 

Susie Gray, The Corner Shop PR, susie@thecornershoppr.com, 0131 202 6220 

 

 

mailto:william@thecornershoppr.com
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USHER HALL 

The Usher Hall is Scotland's only five-star concert hall hosting a range of concerts from rock, pop, 

classical, jazz, world and folk music. The venue has hosted concerts and events since it opened way 

back in 1914! A beautiful Edwardian building with a modern twist, which is well loved by performers 

and audiences all over the world due to its magnificent acoustics. 

It is said that Andrew Usher sparked the idea of a ‘concert hall for Edinburgh’ whilst chatting away 
over the counter of his jewellers in Rose Street.  His ‘desire and intention’ was that this Hall ‘should 
become and remain a centre and attraction to musical artistes and performers and to the citizens of 
Edinburgh and others who may desire to hear good music...’  

On 23 June 1896 it was formally announced that Andrew Usher had gifted £100,000 to The City of 
Edinburgh. The purpose of the money was to provide a City Hall, to be used for concerts, recitals, or 
other entertainments or performances of a musical nature, and for civic functions, or such other 
performances as the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council saw fit. Above all it was to be about the 
music. Edinburgh was very much lacking a hall for such musical and civic purposes, as stated in the 
Scotsman the following day; ‘The necessity for a great hall in Edinburgh under city management has 
been pressed upon the attention of the public for many years.’ Sadly Andrew Usher died before his 
dream was realised.  

State Visit 

19 July 1911 saw the state visit of King George and Queen Mary and one of their duties while in the city 
was to lay two memorial stones. Within the foundation stone is a lead casket containing all the coins 
of the realm, a copy of the City Chamberlain’s accounts, a copy of The Scotsman the Edinburgh 
Evening News, a list of city officials, a list of the Town Council, and a copy of Andrew Usher’s deed of 
gift. 

Usher Hall Opens 

The building was officially opened by Andrew Usher’s widow on 16 March 1914. Three celebratory 
concerts took place featuring music from Handel, Bach, MacCunn, Wagner and Beethoven. 'It is not 
too much to say that those present, who saw the hall for the first time, were greatly struck with its 
dignified proportions, its open and airy aspect, and the character of its decorative detail'. The 
Scotsman (7 March 1914). 

Today 

Today, the much-praised acoustics make it one of the best concert halls in Europe with many of the 
world's finest musicians performing here.  The Usher Hall is the city's key venue for visiting national 
and international orchestras and has been the main venue for the Edinburgh International Festival 
since 1947, hosting legendary artists such as composers Benjamin Britten and Dmitri Shostakovich, 
contralto singer Kathleen Ferrier and cellist Jacqueline Du Pre to name but a few. 

The venue is a centre of excellence embracing the widest range of music and events, including rock, 
pop, jazz, world and blues. It is Edinburgh’s go-to venue for today’s mid-large scale rock and pop acts, 
with the likes of Queens of the Stone Age, The National, Radiohead’s Thom Yorke, George Ezra and 
Echo & the Bunnymen having performed on its stage. Usher Hall also hosts a broad spectrum of 
comedy, talks, school concerts, conferences, sponsorship events, ceremonies, lectures and recording 
sessions.  

 


