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Fun for all the family this Autumn at 
the Usher Hall! 

• From hip-hop dance shows to festive classics, the Usher Hall has a 
programme that will charm and entertain all ages this Autumn 

• Tickets on sale now at www.usherhall.co.uk 
 

 
 

As the evenings begin to close in and the temperature starts to 
drop, what better place to take the family than to Edinburgh’s 
favourite venue!  
 
The Usher Hall has a whole host of fantastic family events planned from the Autumn 
and in the run up to Christmas.  
 
After eight sell out UK tours, over half a million tickets sold, and countless television 
and live performances, Diversity have announced their landmark 10 Year 
Anniversary Tour UK tour, “Born Ready” for Autumn 2019 and pay a visit to Usher 
Hall on 5 October. 2019 marks 10 years since Diversity took the nation by storm 
when they won the third series of Britain’s Got Talent, beating Susan Boyle in front 
of a television audience of over 20 million. The ‘Born Ready’ show, will not only look 
back at some of the iconic Diversity moments over the past 10 years, but it will also 

http://www.usherhall.co.uk/


 
 
look forward to the future. Be prepared for dance, illusions, mind blowing stunts and 
inspiring stories! 
 
Children’s Classical Concert’s mad professor, Owen Gunnell and a bewitching 
presenter from Glasgow Science Centre are on a hair-raising mission to prove they’ve 
got great chemistry with the audience of the Usher Hall on 27 October! Join them on 
a musical tour through the world of science, unlocking its knowledge and secrets, 
with live experiments onstage (think fizzing test tubes and flying bolts of electricity), 
alongside performances by experts of the Royal Scottish National Orchestra 
and RSNO Junior Chorus. Featuring big numbers such as Jurassic Park and 
Holst’s The Planets, this explosive concert puts big music under the microscope. 
 
Love Music’s Adult and Junior choirs' distinctive brand of joyous community 
singing is back with some very special guests on 4 November: 2018 BBC Radio 2 folk 
singer of the year Karine Polwart and rising classical mezzo soprano Beth 
Taylor. This concert features iconic grunge, pop and folk, and a reinvention of Bach 
with newly commissioned lyrics from Alexander McCall Smith. 
 

As December rolls around, Children’s Classical Concert presenter Owen has 
landed himself a dream job at Santa’s workshop! He’s having a (snow)ball in Winter 
Wonderland getting ready for the big day, but things are starting to go wrong… 
Santa’s got stuck up the chimney (in the latest health and safety check), ballerinas 
and wooden toys are coming to life on the production line and there’s a mountain of 
present-wrapping to get through! Featuring hits from festive films, family singalongs 
and plenty of holiday spirit - can the hard-working elves of the RSNO, talented 
dancers of the Manor School of Ballet and the lovely audience use the gift of 
music to get Christmas back on track, in a race against time? 

We’re walking in the air…it isn’t Christmas until The Snowman has taken you on 
his magical journey through the winter sky. In this special screening of the festive 
classic, the RSNO helps him on his way – and teams up with presenter Jamie 
MacDougall and the wonderful RSNO Chorus to host a Christmas party for the 
whole family. Expect seasonal favourites, carols old and new – and of course, a 
chance for everyone to sing along! 

 
LISTINGS 
 
Diversity - Born Ready 
7:45pm, Saturday 05 October 2019 
Tickets £31.35 - £86.90 inc. booking fee 
 
Children's Classic Concerts: Weird Science 
3:00pm, Sunday 27 October 2019 
Tickets £7.50 - £16.50 inc. booking fee. Family tickets available 
 



 
 
Love Music Choirs & Special Guests 
7:00pm, Monday 04 November 2019 
Tickets £6 - £8 inc. booking fee 
 
Children's Classic Concerts: Santa's Workshop 
3:00pm, Sunday 08 December 2019 
Tickets £7.50 - £16.50 inc. booking fee. Family tickets available 
 
CLIC Sargent Lothian Hospitals Choir Carol Concert 
7:30pm, Wednesday 18 December 2019 
Tickets £12 - £20 inc. booking fee  
 
RSNO at the Movies: Christmas Concert - The Snowman 
3:00pm, Sunday 22 December 2019 
Tickets £19 - £49 inc. booking fee 
 
Scottish Fiddle Orchestra - Hogmanay Celebration 
7:30pm, Monday 30 December 2019 
Tickets £12 - £25 
 
 
 
 
/ENDS 
 
Tickets available at: 
www.usherhall.co.uk 
0131 228 1155 
Please note a £1.50 transaction fee applies on the overall booking when purchasing online or 
over the phone (non-refundable) 
Concessions and offers may vary between concerts. For more information please contact the 
box office or check the Usher Hall website. 
Box office: Usher Hall, Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH1 2EA 
 
 
Media Enquiries: 
Susie Gray / susie@thecornershoppr.com / 0131 202 6220 / 07834073795 
Will Moss / william@thecornershoppr.com/ 0131 202 6220  
 
 
USHER HALL 
 
The Usher Hall is Scotland's only five-star concert hall hosting a range of concerts from rock, 
pop, classical, jazz, world and folk music. The venue has hosted concerts and events since it 
opened way back in 1914! A beautiful Edwardian building with a modern twist, which is well 
loved by performers and audiences all over the world due to its magnificent acoustics. 

It is said that Andrew Usher sparked the idea of a ‘concert hall for Edinburgh’ whilst chatting 
away over the counter of his jewellers in Rose Street.  His ‘desire and intention’ was that this 
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Hall ‘should become and remain a centre and attraction to musical artistes and performers 
and to the citizens of Edinburgh and others who may desire to hear good music...’  

On 23 June 1896 it was formally announced that Andrew Usher had gifted £100,000 to The 
City of Edinburgh. The purpose of the money was to provide a City Hall, to be used for 
concerts, recitals, or other entertainments or performances of a musical nature, and for civic 
functions, or such other performances as the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council saw fit. 
Above all it was to be about the music. Edinburgh was very much lacking a hall for such 
musical and civic purposes, as stated in the Scotsman the following day; ‘The necessity for a 
great hall in Edinburgh under city management has been pressed upon the attention of the 
public for many years.’ Sadly Andrew Usher died before his dream was realised.  

Today 

Today, the much-praised acoustics make it one of the best concert halls in 
Europe with many of the world's finest musicians performing here.  The Usher 
Hall is the city's key venue for visiting national and international orchestras and has been the 
main venue for the Edinburgh International Festival since 1947, hosting legendary artists 
such as composers Benjamin Britten and Dmitri Shostakovich, contralto singer Kathleen 
Ferrier and cellist Jacqueline Du Pre to name but a few. 

The venue is a centre of excellence embracing the widest range of music and events, 
including rock, pop, jazz, world and blues. It is Edinburgh’s go-to venue for today’s mid-large 
scale rock and pop acts, with the likes of Queens of the Stone Age, The National, Radiohead’s 
Thom Yorke, George Ezra and Echo & the Bunnymen having performed on its stage. Usher 
Hall also hosts a broad spectrum of comedy, talks, school concerts, conferences, sponsorship 
events, ceremonies, lectures and recording sessions.  

 
 
 

 
 


