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Gecko, BBC Arts, The Space and Illuminations collaborate to bring an 
adaptation of their hit theatre show Institute to BBC Four, broadcast 
as part of BBC Arts Culture in Quarantine. 
 

 
Broadcast on BBC Four, Sunday 19 July at 11.10pm 
 
In collaboration with Illuminations, The Space and BBC Arts, critically acclaimed physical 
theatre company Gecko presents its debut feature film Institute: an intimate, funny and 
moving exploration of what it means to care. 
 
With a reputation for generating intoxicating worlds, uniquely beautiful scenes and breath-
taking choreography, this new film (based on Gecko’s internationally acclaimed theatre 
production) is a visually captivating and poetic dissection of the way we nurture and care for 
ourselves and each other.  
 
Set in a shadowy institution where residents attempt to create order from internal emotional 
chaos, carers become patients, memories fracture and relationships collide.  
 
Institute asks how do we care more for each other in the target-driven machinery of modern 
life? Who will be there to catch us if we fall?  
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Institute will be broadcast as part of BBC Arts Culture In Quarantine, bringing arts and culture 
into the homes of the nation under lockdown, and it’s adaptation for the screen comes during 
a time when we all need to feel more connected than ever before. 
 
Institute is Director Amit Lahav’s second work for screen after Gecko’s live TV performance 
of Time of Your Life (part of Live from Television Centre, 2015).  Since this screen debut, Amit 
continued to explore work in film through collaborations with directors Teresa Griffiths 
on Egon Schiele: Dangerous Desires (BBC2, 2018) and Adam Smith/Marcus Lyall on visuals for 
the Chemical Brothers’ live shows. This strengthened his understanding of the genre and the 
process of creating a Gecko feature film soon followed.  
 
Director and performer Amit Lahav said: “This was an exhilarating experience from start to 
finish. There were many elements of the process relating to visual and aural storytelling which 
felt natural and instinctive to me, like the blocking and choreography of scenes for the camera 
and the screen play narrative, which required a different approach and different storytelling 
techniques to the stage production. Some theatrical sequences, which felt essential for the 
stage required an altogether different visual language; the scale and necessity of explosive 
physicality on stage could be found through a more internal, emotional expressiveness using 
close-up shots, reimagined choreography specific for screen and some clever editing. The 
camera movement and direction required a period of learning which I’ve been enveloped in 
over the last 5 years through various film projects and mentors. Understanding the 
emotionality of camera angles and movement and the camera’s expressive power has taken 
time to begin to understand. That said it has provided me with some thrilling added 
storytelling dynamism. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
“This is my first feature film and it was an invaluable experience to work with such a gifted 
team. I have learnt so much from Emma Dalesman who was the director of photography and 
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Todd MacDonald who was the editor - both of whom were sensitive, intelligent and extremely 
generous and respectful of my need to grow throughout the process. 
 
"Film opens up new avenues in my life and in my heart that I don’t think can ever be closed 
again.” 
 
Choreographer and Gecko Patron Arlene Phillips CBE commented: 
“I first saw Gecko’s theatre production of Institute a number of years ago and yet you would 
think this film was specifically made as a comment on the disturbing times we have all been 
living through recently. Who is telling the truth and what is the truth?  In this extraordinary 
film, a cross between a dream and a nightmare, movement has a liquid beauty even when 
sharp and aggressive, and I found myself crying at the simple moments of hope we observe 
through the characters, wishing their troubles would all go away and that their lives would 
return to normality. It is a must-see film created by Amit’s strange but telling vision of the 
world around us.”  
 
Jonty Claypole, Director of BBC Arts said: 
"Institute, from the brilliant team at Gecko, has been adapted for the screen while maintaining 
the theatrical nature of the piece. This unique film shows the creative vision of our theatre 
community to tell their stories in a captivating new way." 
 
Institute will be broadcast on BBC Four on Sunday, 19 July at 11.10pm and will be available 
on BBC iPlayer for 30 days following its initial broadcast. 

 
#InstituteFilm 
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ENDS 
 
Media Contact 
 
Susie Gray - susie@thecornershoppr.com  07834 073 795 / Magda Paduch - 
magda@thecornershoppr.com 0758 316 4070 
Joanna Hawkins - joanna.hawkins@bbc.co.uk 07834 620 679  
 
Images: John Ferguson 
 
Selection of Images: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3thi4kcozi1jwxk/AADYQqIqXf8_1h3Z9f-MDn3Xa?dl=0   
 
More about Gecko 
Gecko is an award-winning and internationally acclaimed physical theatre company, led by 
Artistic Director Amit Lahav. Founded in 2001 the company has created seven critically 
acclaimed theatre shows, 2 associate shows and 2 films. The company has toured to 24 
countries around the world and is a featured practitioner on GSCE and A-level curriculums.  
 
The Gecko identity is based on a deep interest in human beings and their extraordinary and 
challenging journeys to express feelings and emotions in society. The Company uses multiple 
spoken languages in their work to tell universal stories through movement and emotion, 
sound, lighting and design, allowing people from all backgrounds and nationalities to access 
their work, which explores and reflects issues relevant to a modern diverse society. 
 
Gecko is an Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation, based in Ipswich. Following 
a capital award by Arts Council England of £499,999 and through the support of Ipswich 
Borough Council, during 2020-2021 the company will redevelop a derelict warehouse on 
Ipswich’s waterfront into the Gecko Creation Space, an industry significant devising and 
rehearsal studio, and Gecko’s new HQ. 
 
www.geckotheatre.com 
Instagram: @geckotheatre 
Twitter: @GeckoTheatre 
Facebook: @Gecko.Theatre1 
 
  

mailto:susie@thecornershoppr.com
mailto:joanna.hawkins@bbc.co.uk
http://www.geckotheatre.com/
https://www.instagram.com/geckotheatre/
https://twitter.com/GeckoTheatre?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/Gecko.Theatre1/
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About The Space 
The Space is a commissioning and development organisation, established by Arts Council 
England and the BBC to support greater digital access to the arts. The Space is committed to 
supporting and facilitating the UK arts sector to realise its digital ambitions. The organisation 
commissions arts projects, offers online audience and digital skills development, and provides 
a production and distribution pipeline to ensure that these projects reach a wide and diverse 
range of audiences. www.thespace.org  @thespacearts 
 
About Culture In Quarantine 
BBC Arts’ Culture in Quarantine initiative is an essential arts and culture service across BBC 
platforms that will keep the arts alive in people’s homes, focused most intensely across BBC 
Radio 3, BBC Radio 4, BBC Two, BBC Four, BBC Sounds, BBC iPlayer and 
www.bbc.co.uk/bbcarts. We are doing this in close consultation and collaboration with 
organisations like Arts Council England and other national funding and producing bodies. 
  
This arts and culture service includes: 

• Guides and access to shuttered exhibitions, performances or permanent collections in 
museums, galleries and performance spaces;  

• Ways to experience books with privileged access to authors including a collaboration 
with the Big Book Weekend amongst other initiatives. 

• Jewels from the archive as well as brand new content ensuring that brand new theatre 
and dance performances will join with modern classics to create a repertory theatre 
of broadcast.  

• Participatory offers including masterclasses and ways to enable audiences to create 
at home through Get Creative 

• Topical arts through Front Row, Front Row Late, Free Thinking and more 
• A fund with Arts Council England to support around 25 artists to create new work 
• A place for arts organisations to share innovations from quarantine and for audiences 

to discover new things through www.bbc.co.uk/arts  
www.bbc.co.uk/arts 
 
  

http://www.thespace.org/
https://twitter.com/thespacearts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcarts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
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Institute Credits: 
A Gecko production, created by Amit Lahav 
 
Directed by Amit Lahav 
 
Performers 
Martin  Amit Lahav 
Daniel  Chris Evans 
Karl  Ryen Perkins Gangnes 
Louis  François Testory 
Louisa  Vanessa Guevara Flores 
Hernando Miguel Hernando Torres Umba 
Margaret Katie Lusby 
Ghost  David Meyer 
Poon  Kenny Wing Tao Ho 
 
Director of Photography: Emma Dalesman 
First Assistant Camera: Claire Fraser 
Second Assistant Camera: Tom Carpenter 
Gaffer: Ben Starkin 
Best Boy: Joe Nowell 
Electrician: Camil Liberto 
Grip: Rogan Brown 
CRT Monitor Playback: Jim Horsfield 
 
Production Designer: Eileen Aldous 
Art Director: Stuart Brindle 
Art Department: Jonathan Atkinson, Andy Pearson, Dethan Atkinson, Martin Berry 
Original Stage Design: Rhys Jarman 
Costume: Gayle Playford 
Makeup and Hair: Hattie Leviston  
 
Production Manager: Sean Ford 
Production Co-ordinators: Francesca Bloor, Genine Sumner 
First Assistant Director: Ian Astridge 
Script Supervisor: Juley Harding 
Stunt Co-ordinator: Stewart James 
Production Team: Steve Allman, Joe Salkey, Matilda Wilde, Angus Williams 
Filmed on location at Bentwaters Parks  
 
Original Music Composed and Performed by: Dave Price 
Bass Clarinet: James Alsopp 
Sound Supervisor: Andy Rose  
Sound: Paul Barton, Alison Dale 
Editor: Todd MacDonald 
Visual Effects: Andy Quinn 
Colourist: Final Frame 
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Post Production Facilities: Storm HD 
Title Design: The Panics  
 
Executive Producer for The Space: Fiona Morris 
Executive Producer for the BBC: Emma Cahusac 
Producers: Rosalind Wynn, John Wyver 
 
A Gecko production in association with Illuminations, supported by The Space and BBC 
© Gecko Theatre Ltd. 2020 
 
   


