
 

 

Grassroots charity gives sneak peek at plans 
to transform neglected area of Edinburgh 

into a place for people thanks to a local 
collaboration & brand new artist’s 

impressions 

• The Causey Development Trust (CDT) is working with local 
Edinburgh resident Robert Motyka and Aga Miętkiewicz of Wee Dog 
media to share artist’s impressions and a video animation of how The 
Causey could look and be used. 

• The Causey is a street in Edinburgh South that is currently vehicle 
dominated and unattractive.  

• Objections to a design to transform The Causey into a street that is 
safer for walking, cycling and all users are currently with the Scot 
Govt. Department of Environmental Assessment  

• At a time when attractive outdoor space is at a premium and how we 
socialise safely has changed for the foreseeable future, creating places 
that prioritise people has never been so important 

 

 
 
Images & Animation HERE   
 

https://www.dropbox.com/home/TCSPR%20Team%20Folder/Clients/The%20Causey%20Development%20Trust/Images/Artist's%20Impressions


 
A charity that has been working tirelessly to transform an ill-used and vehicle dominated street 
in Edinburgh for over 14 years is excited to give the local community a sneak peek at its plans 
thanks to a local partnership.   

The Causey Development Trust (CDT) has teamed up with Edinburgh South based local 
resident Robert Motyka and Aga Miętkiewicz - the creative minds at Wee Dog Media - to 
create artist impressions of what The Causey (a street with historic significance in Edinburgh 
South) could look like, when the proposal currently sitting with the Scottish Government 
Department of Environmental Assessment (DPEA) gets the green light.  

You can read the CDT proposal in full HERE 

Available to view online and via social media, Robert and CDT have ensured that the local 
community are first in line to check out the artist’s impressions, by posting them in communal 
stairwells and around The Causey itself.   

The first of the artist’s impressions looks down West Crosscauseway from Nicholson Street and 
using digitally created characters, draws attention to the proposed design that features a two-
way bike system, plenty of space for pedestrians and makes way for trees, benches and 
neighbourliness.   

 

The second impression looks from The Causey towards Nicholson Street, highlighting the 
change from a two-way, car dominated rat run, to a tranquil throughway for pedestrians and 
cyclists and hinting at the benefit to business spruced up shop fronts.    

These artist’s impressions and indeed the design proposal promoted by City of Edinburgh 
Council in a Traffic Regulation Order for this street by CDT, have come about as a result of years 
of Ideas Workshops (with participants aged 12 -92 years) exhibitions, consultation with 
individuals and businesses located locally as well as liaison with The University of Edinburgh, 
Edinburgh World Heritage, Sustrans Scotland, Spokes and Living Streets Edinburgh.  

The City of Edinburgh Council supports CDT’s aims and the design proposed for The Causey.  

http://thecausey.org/currentsite/index.html
http://weedogmedia.co.uk/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cv5ax5y5dpy6rhl/AACYYsFBSbRiBbEbQImzTIkBa?dl=0


 
It is not the first time that Robert Motyka and CDT have teamed up to help promote create a 
safer, healthier, and more attractive environment for those living in and around The Causey, 
and to promote the design proposal under review by DPEA.  

In 2020 CDT premiered a film called The Causey – transforming a place created by Robert as 
part of their Doors Open Day 2020 contribution and you can watch it in full HERE.  

 

The Causey Development Trust Chair David Wood said: “We are delighted to be in a 
position to share these amazing visualisations of our plans for The Causey with both the local 
community and wider Edinburgh public thanks to the fantastic work undertaken by Robert 
and his team at Wee Dog media. 

By working with local resident Robert and his Wee Dog Media colleague Aga, we have been 
able to put years of planning and canvassing of the local population into a visual format for 
the local community to enjoy for the first time.  

Given the impact of Covid-19 on how we work and interact, there has never been a more 
important time to prioritise people by creating spaces that are safer and greener and cater to 
the needs of the whole community.” 

 

The Causey Development Trust is a charity committed to putting people back at the heart of The 
Causey, a street in Edinburgh South, by transforming it into a space that everyone can enjoy. 
Currently dominated by vehicles and a redundant, unsightly traffic island, The Causey has the 
potential to be a fine civic space and plans to make it such submitted in 2018 are currently 
awaiting the final green light from the Department of Environmental Assessment.  

By reconfiguring The Causey, reducing the volume of vehicles passing through the street and 
creating two way cycling, CDT will promote safer everyday walking and cycling while giving local 
people, visitors and students an attractive and practical public space that they can use for 
community-inspired events, neighbourliness, resting, socialising and simply soaking up the 
historic surrounds – and maybe even some sun!  

 

ENDS 

 
Twitter @The_Causey 
Website www.thecausey.org  
 
 
Media enquiries 
 
Sarah Drummond / sarah@thecornershoppr.com / 07741316934 

https://www.videolan.org/vlc/index.en-GB.html
http://www.thecausey.org/
mailto:sarah@thecornershoppr.com


 
 
Causey Development Trust enquiries 
 
General Inquiries / info@thecausey.org  
 

 

About the Causey Development Trust (CDT) 

The West Crosscauseway Association (WCCA) was formed in February 2007 in response to The 
Causey — a temporary project that was part of the SIX CITIES Design Festival held in May 
2007. This project transformed the place from a car-dominated traffic island into an elegant 
tropical island for local people to enjoy. 

Following the success of that temporary project, the WCCA decided to pursue the spirit of The 
Causey and to make a permanent transformation of the space into a place for people. In 2011 the 
WCCA was renamed more appropriately as The Causey Development Trust (CDT) and in April 
2011 became a registered charity (SC042217). 

CDT aims to promote the amenity and environment of the West Crosscauseway area and 
promote education, learning and enjoyment for individuals who are either a resident or where 
their place of employment is in the area. 

Membership is open to anyone interested in the aims of the Trust, regardless of sex, nationality, 
political party, race or religious opinions. The Committee and office bearers are elected at the 
Annual General Meeting and meetings are held regularly at the Southside Community Centre 
when appropriate.  

 

Next Steps for The Causey  

A design proposal for The Causey transformed street and public space, which arose from Ideas 
Workshops, exhibitions and consultation with local people, has been drawn up by Ironside 
Farrar Landscape Architects.  

For implementation this proposal requires a Traffic Regulation Order and Roads Determination 
Order. A few objections to elements of this, involving parking and loading, require a Department 
of Environmental Assessment Hearing, currently delayed by Covid restrictions with no date or 
timescale set for this yet.  

CDT, and City of Edinburgh Council who are promoting the TRO/ RDO, are confident that these 
objections will be rejected and that, at most, minor alterations to the design may ensue. Further 
fundraising, design detailing and a tendering process will all be necessary, taking a further 18 
months. The earliest capital works can begin will be the latter part of 2022. 

 

mailto:info@thecausey.org


 
About Wee Dog Media  

Wee Dog Media is a ‘wee’ Edinburgh based video production collective, run by Robert Motyka. 

Wee Dog Media produce promo, documentary, explainer, conference videos for Universities, 
Festivals, Charities, events and local organisations. 

Other areas of expertise include architectural projection mapping, audio visuals and immersive 
multi projections experiences. 

http://weedogmedia.co.uk 


