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E I F F  2 0 2 1  O P E N I N G  F I L M :   

E U R O P E A N  P R E M I E R E  O F  

‘ P I G ’  

We are delighted to announce that the 74th edition of Edinburgh International 

Film Festival will open with the European Premiere of Pig starring Nicolas Cage, 

on Wednesday 18th August at Festival Theatre. The Academy-Award winning 

actor has achieved acclaim for this performance with Variety citing him as “at 



 

 

his melancholic best… a reminder that Cage is among the most gifted, fearless 

actors working today” and the Washington Post hailing “a soulful performance 

of unexpected depth and quiet beauty.” 

 

A truffle hunter who lives alone in the Oregonian wilderness must return to his past in 
Portland in search of his beloved foraging pig after she is kidnapped. This film marks 
the directorial debut of Michael Sarnoski, who had edited and produced The Testimony 
which was shortlisted for the 2016 Academy Awards in the best documentary short 
category.  

Edinburgh International Film Festival has an affection and recent history with Cage, in 
2014 the festival programmed the critically-acclaimed Joe which starred the actor 
alongside Tye Sheridan and helmed by David Gordon Green. In 2019, the festival co-
programmed Cage-a-rama 3D with Matchbox Cineclub, screening two Cage cult clas-
sics Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance and Drive Angry in eye-popping 3D. 

Director, Michael Sarnoski said: “"We're so thrilled to be sharing PIG at Edinburgh 
International Film Festival. It was a labour of love for all involved, and we hope it 
gives the audience a moment of reflection and togetherness after such a hard year." 
 

Nick Varley, Lead Guest Programmer of Edinburgh International Film Festival 

added: “Honouring the work of Nicolas Cage has become something of a tradition in 

Edinburgh and we are delighted to continue our long association with the premier of 

this most beautiful and thought provoking of films. From the moment the programming 

team viewed PIG we knew it was the film to open the 74th edition of the festival. Sin-

cere thanks to Will Clarke and the team at Altitude for making the film available to us.” 

 

Pig will be exclusively released in cinemas nationwide by Altitude Film Distri-

bution on 20 August 2021. 

 

Join the Facebook event here. 

 

The 74th edition of EIFF runs from 18 – 25 August 2021. The full programme will be 

announced on 28 July 2021. 

 

#EdFilmFest 

Website | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube 
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EDITOR NOTES  

 

About Edinburgh International Film Festival:  

Established in 1947, Edinburgh International Film Festival is renowned around the 

world for discovering and promoting the very best in international cinema - and for 

heralding and debating changes in global filmmaking. Intimate in its scale, ambitious 

in its scope, and fuelled by pure passion for cinema in all its manifestations, EIFF 

seeks to spotlight the most exciting and innovative new film talent, in a setting steeped 

in history. Notable films premiered in recent years have included: Bait, The Souvenir, 

Cold War, Calibre, God’s Own Country, Hunt for the Wilderpeople, Amy, Inside Out, 

45 Years, A Most Wanted Man, Cold in July, The Imposter, Brave, Tabu, The Hurt 

Locker, Moon, Fish Tank, Let the Right One In, Man on Wire, Control, Knocked Up, 

Ratatouille, Little Miss Sunshine and Billy Elliot.  

 

EIFF is supported by Screen Scotland, the PLACE Programme (a partnership be-

tween the Scottish Government, City of Edinburgh Council and the Edinburgh Festi-

vals), the Scottish Government through the Festivals Expo Fund, the City of Edinburgh 

Council, EventScotland and the British Film Institute.  

 

The Edinburgh International Film Festival Limited is a company registered in Scotland 

No: SC132453. It is a subsidiary of the Centre for the Moving Image (CMI) which is a 

company limited by guarantee with charitable status with Scottish Charity No. 

SC006793. The Centre for the Moving Image (CMI) was established in 2010 with a 

mission to be at the forefront of the development of a vibrant and successful film and 

moving image industry and culture across Scotland and beyond. The CMI currently 

comprises EIFF, Filmhouse in Edinburgh and the Belmont Filmhouse in Aberdeen.  


