
Edinburgh Science Festival wraps up its 2021 edition and 

announces the dates and theme for next year 

 

 

 

 

 

www.sciencefestival.co.uk 

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Trailer  

 

World’s first and still Europe’s biggest science festival, the 33rd Edinburgh Science 

Festival wrapped up yesterday, on Sunday, 11 July, having connected sci-curious minds 

of all ages and all over the world to everything from STEAM (STEM + Arts) to the climate 

crisis and the fight against the global pandemic, celebrating women in STEM along the way. 

The 2021 Festival had the theme of One World: Science Connects Us with the Headline 

Sponsor being Cirrus Logic and presented over 200 walks/tours/trails and exhibitions in 

and around Edinburgh as well as downloadable resources, digital talks and experiences for 

wider audiences.   

From stone stacking to large-scale graffiti art, from the depths of our oceans to the vastness of 

space, from young climate activists to inspiring STEAM professionals, the 2021 Edinburgh 

Science Festival presented a fascinating programme connecting audiences in the UK and 

around the world, including countries such as India and USA, with a wide range of scientists 

and artists, with 60% of this year’s speakers women! 

http://www.sciencefestival.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/EdinburghScienceFestival/
https://twitter.com/EdSciFest
https://www.instagram.com/edscifest/
https://www.youtube.com/user/EdSciFest
https://youtu.be/zM2S0lGgsXI


For those not ready to say goodbye to the Festival, three major outdoor photography 

exhibitions are open until 21 July: Human Nature on Portobello Promenade and This Is 

Engineering…Like You’ve Never Seen it Before and Road to Net Zero: Visions of a Low 

Carbon Future, both on The Mound. 

Highlighting the Festival’s commitment to championing gender balance in science 

communication, three out of the 9 large-scale graffiti portraits featured on the Women in 

STEM Street Art Trail are now a permanent feature of Edinburgh’s streets and a legacy of the 

2021 Festival. These include the portraits of the first British astronaut Helen Sharman OBE at 

Citadel Youth Centre, Scottish campaigner and activist Talat Yaqoob at WHALE Arts and the 

CEO of InTechnology SmartCities, Natalie Duffield at North Edinburgh Arts.  

It is now revealed that the next edition of the Edinburgh Science Festival will take 

place between 9 and 24 of April 2022 with a theme of Revolutions, focusing on 

the power of circles and revolution(s). 

Focusing on the power of circles and revolutionary approaches to everything from personal to 
planetary health – and with an unashamed emphasis on the urgency of tackling the climate 
crisis – the 2022 Festival will explore lifeforms, lifecycles and revolutionary science, 
technology, ideas and solutions to global challenges. 

With a heartfelt call for a truly radical shift in the attitudes and behaviours of individuals, 
organisations and nations to combat the climate crisis and protect the delicately 
interconnected lifecycles and biodiversity of our planet and a special plea for the embracing of 
circular economies to help ensure a successful and sustainable future the 2022 Festival aims 
to show how going round in circles can sometimes be a GOOD thing! 

 

Amanda Tyndall, Festival and Creative Director said: “We have had a fantastic 

Festival and are delighted that despite all the challenges of the global pandemic we were able 

to present an inspiring programme of in-person and digital events and exhibitions, which 

brought some much-needed fun and inspiration to the streets and venues of Edinburgh and 

to audiences around the globe.” 

 “It feels great to be back and we are already planning for next year’s Festival… watch this 

space… and in the meantime our Education and Climate work will keep on connecting people 

of all ages to the science that matters most.” 

Edinburgh Science, the educational charity which organises the annual Festival, continues its 

commitment to the fight against the climate crisis by producing a range of events and projects, 

including, among others, the NetZero Toolkit which helps UK businesses reach net zero carbon 

emissions by 2040 and Climate Opportunity Ideas Factory, a series of round table meetings 

for senior Scottish industry leaders to discuss ideas for action that will enable Scottish 

enterprises to respond to the climate emergency. 

Follow Edinburgh Science on social media for the latest updates on the 2022 Festival and other 

projects.  
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Edinburgh Science 

Edinburgh Science, founded in 1989, is an educational charity that aims to inspire people of all ages and 
backgrounds to discover the world around them. The organisation is best known for organising 
Edinburgh’s annual Science Festival: the world’s first festival of science and technology and still one of 
Europe’s largest.  

The two-week Festival provides wide and diverse audiences with amazing science-themed experiences 
through a diverse programme of innovative events for adults and families. Alongside the annual Festival 
in Edinburgh, the organisation has a strong focus on education, running a touring programme, 
Generation Science, that brings science to life for primary schools around Scotland throughout the year, 
and running an annual Careers Hive event which promotes STEM careers to young people.  

After programming on the themes of climate change and the environment for many years, in 2019 

Edinburgh Science awarded the Edinburgh Medal to Christiana Figueres, the inspirational Costa Rican 

diplomat instrumental in the Paris Climate agreement. Inspired by this visit, Edinburgh Science 

established the Climate Opportunity Ideas Factory, a forum for all sectors to come together and generate 

collaborative actionable ideas that accelerate our transition to a zero-carbon world. 

Recently, the charity has launched NetZero Toolkit, a free 8-step toolkit which helps UK businesses 

reach net zero carbon emissions by 2040, five years ahead of the Scottish Government target.   

Edinburgh Science also shares its content and expertise internationally through Edinburgh Science 
Worldwide and operates a large-scale international programme of work. It regularly presents events 
overseas and is currently the Major Programming Partner of the annual Abu Dhabi Science Festival, 
helping to curate, produce and deliver the event. For international partners, the team at Edinburgh 
Science provide engaging content, curatorial advice on programming and business planning support, 
along with expert staff and training for local science communicators. 

www.sciencefestival.co.uk  

 

For further information, interviews or photos please contact Magda Paduch at The Corner Shop PR: 
magda@thecornershoppr.com / 0758 316 4070.  
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